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			5 Easy hacks for keeping ants out of your kitchen

		

		

							
				

There’s nothing worse than opening the lid of a jar of honey only to find it’s full of ants. Sometimes there’s a telltale line of marching black soldiers leading right to your kitchen, other times it seems like they came from nowhere. Either way, you know you’re in for a battle.

Here are 5 easy ways to help you win—and keep those awful ants out of your cupboard for good.

1. FIND THEIR ENTRY POINT

The easiest cure is often prevention and that’s no different when it comes to ants. If you can identify how they are getting into your house (think door jambs, window cracks) then you should be able to figure out how to get them out. Sprinkling caulk on entry points is a common method of deterring ants. However, for a more natural approach you can try spreading coffee grinds or even drawing across the entry point with a line of chalk.

2. CLEAN WITH VINEGAR

Ditch the chemical options and opt to clean your kitchen with a spray bottle filled with a 50/50 vinegar solution instead. Not only is it a great way to naturally keep your home clean and germ-free, the scent also helps to eliminate ant trails and act as a boundary deterrent. Win-win!

3. TRY ESSENTIAL OILS

Both peppermint oil and lemon oil have been shown to deter ant infestations. Whilst we love the aroma, it seems that those pesky little insects can’t stand it and tend to stay away. Consider using a damp cloth with a few drops of essential oils on it to wipe over your cupboards and bench tops. You’ll be left with a fresh, clean and ant-free kitchen!

4. THROW FOOD SCRAPS AWAY

Your bin doesn’t need to be overflowing or your bench full of last night’s dinner prep to lure an ant colony in for a feast. Unfortunately, even the tiniest crumb can act as a lure to ants on the prowl. If you’ve been battling a recurring ant infestation, cleaning as you go and keeping on top of kitchen mess can make a big difference. So, make sure your kids put their breadboard in the dishwasher and give the bench a wipe down after their breakfast each morning. Logic dictates that if there’s no food to be found, your house will be of little interest to hungry insects.

5. CONSIDER FOOD STORAGE

If you still can’t keep ants out of the cupboard, it might be time to think about how you are storing your food. Do you have appealing, sugary items such as honey and golden syrup sitting out on the shelf? Placing condiments and treacle into a sealed container can drastically reduce an ant problem (and save your morning crumpet). Use your ant infestation as an excuse to give your pantry a mini-makeover by reordering shelves and placing any open food stuffs into sealed containers. Not only will you feel more organised, by the end of the exercise you’ll be blissfully ant-free!
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			Pest Control – Common Pests In Australia

		

		

							
				
There’s a lot of different troublesome pests. From small insects,pest animals and also reptiles, there’s a lot out there. In such case, homeowners contact a pest control services to help them with the most common pests around such as rats, mice, cockroaches, ants, termites, and possums.
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If you notice you have a pest problem at home, make sure to also check with a pest control specialist to determine your issue. To give you some ideas about the common pests, we have created a shortlist:




Termites




According to a 2014 research, 1 in 4 homes in Australia are affected by termites at least once. These pests are considered the most destructive pests in the country and they may even cause up to $8,000 in damage per house.




If you happen to notice termites, do not postpone in hiring a specialist because the longer these arthropods stay in your property, the bigger the damage that they can make.




Spiders




Thanks to the introduction of efficient anti-venom in the country, in the last 40 years there was only one case of death made by a venomous spider bite. But that does not mean that spiders are not considered a nuisance. Spiders mostly leave webs in the corners of buildings in air vents, walls, in the eaves and so on. When preventing spider infestations, the first thing you need to do is to clean the areas where you think they are. It is recommended to vacuum regularly and use different pest deterrents to efficiently get rid of them.




Ants




Ants will generally enter the house to search for food and can become a real nuisance. Getting rid of ants can be very difficult because they tend to come back. If there is a major infestation in your home or property contact a pest control specialist so that they can assess and get rid of the ants immediately.
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			Pests Elimination: How To Find The Right Pest Control Company To Hire

		

		

							
				[image: pest control professionals]Though pests are not a big threat to humans, they are a big nuisance at times. They can cause problems for us and damage to our properties. This is why pest elimination is important for your home.

One of the best ways to obtain the best pest control service is to do some research online. Customer reviews are very helpful to know about the quality. It is always a good idea to choose a company that provides a free inspection of your property and have a team of qualified professionals who can do the job the right and in a timely manner.

Do not hesitate to ask the inspector or pest control company about the work to be done in your home. Ask about the certification, pest control method or treatment, the number of people they will appoint, guarantee on services and how soon they can complete the job.

What Determines The Prices Of Pest Control Services?

The kind of pest problem present in your property is a determining factor in pest control prices. Treatment depends on the type of pest to remove. It is also good to choose a company that not only utilizes the pest control equipment but also make use of humane pest control techniques.

Another price-determining factor of services is the environment and the difficulty of reaching the pest area. Expert professionals do a quick inspection of the property to find the problem area where they are staying. Difficult to reach areas may require different techniques and equipment to get rid of pests.

You want to protect yourself and your property from the harmful effects of pests and insects. Using pest control services can easily remove the unwanted guests at an reasonable rates.
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			Pest Prevention Guide – Simple Tips To Keep Pests Away From Your Property

		

		

							
				[image: pest control prices blackstone]You want a pest free home. So what can you do to keep pests away from your property? Here are some simple and effective solutions to help you avoid pest problems.

Keep your house dry. Avoid standing water because mosquitoes, cockroaches, spiders, silverfish, rodents are all attracted to moisture. Make sure the kitchen worktops and even your bathroom sinks are dry at the end of the day.

If any of your fixtures are leaking, especially in places you don’t mostly visit, they should be fixed. A humidifier can help remove the excess moisture. When it comes to your backyard, drain all containers that collect rainwater to avoid mosquitoes from breeding. Make sure that your house is free from all forms of standing water.

Store food properly. Ensure that food is stored in tightly sealed containers. It is preferable to store in a lockable cupboard.  You may also use sealable plastic containers to store food.

Inspect the bedrooms. Regularly check bedrooms for bedbugs, beetles, moths and cockroaches. Make sure to check for egg sacks, spider webs and holes. Clean every inch of the room to make sure it is bug-free.

De-clutter. Remove unwanted items in your house as pests may use these extra items a house of their own. Check your garage, basement or attic for unwanted items and dispose of them.

A home free from pests can be achieved if you prevent them from building their breeding spot. These simple things can help you in the long run in keeping pests away from your home all the time.
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			Pest Control – Reasons To Properly Clean Your Home

		

		

							
				[image: cost of pest control services swanbank]While some pests can still come into your home even if it is really clean like bed bugs but in most cases, a great defence to avoiding them is by just cleaning your home. You may just have to contact a pest control expert as a last resort if your pest problem persists.

Reason to properly clean your home

Insects have fewer places to hide in. if your basement has a lot of cluttered corners, there is a high chance for pests to live there. Rodents, spiders, and a lot of different bugs will find your dark and cluttered basement a perfect place for them. Avoid storing loose items and start organizing them. Do not forget your yard and cut back vegetation around your home as pests can easily find a place there.

Get rid of their food sources. Pests can easily find your home a suitable place to live in if there is an available food source always waiting for them. Ants are mostly attracted to any food supply they can find in your home. During your cleaning session, better get rid of expired items. When it comes to staple items such as cereal, flour, sugar and the likes, use plastic containers with lids to protect and store them better.

Don’t give them free water. If pests have a suitable place to get water and moisture, they will stay in your home and you may just have to deal with them as an infestation is on the way. Check for potential spots where moisture can build up which will mostly include your plumbing fixtures.
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			Pest Control – What To Do Before A Bed Bug Treatment

		

		

							
				[image: pest control prices karrabin]The best and most effective to get rid of bed bugs right away is to contact a pest control expert right away since time is of the essence when it comes to this bug. Bed bugs are really difficult to remove and simply washing your infested bedding will not do the trick. However, you can prepare the infested area and eradicate a couple of these pests by simply doing the following:

Laundry your bedding. If you find that your mattress and bedding have dark reddish spots or smears and find moulted skins, it may be a sign that your bed is already infested with bed bugs. If this is the case, remove your bedding right away and wash it at a temperature of at least 120 degrees. The hot water setting of your washing machine can help you kill most of those bugs out.

Vacuum and seal. You will also need to vacuum the mattress, the bed frame, under the bed, along the baseboards, and even the headboards. Be very thorough and do not ignore the cracks and crevices you find since bed bugs can easily live there. Dispose of the vacuum bag once done outside the trash receptacle. Once done, wrap the mattress and even the box spring in a specially made bed bug encasements. Any living bug that is still within the mattress will die over time.

Contact your pest control specialist. The tips given above may just be a temporary solution as these insects are prolific breeders that are difficult to eliminate. So, if you have bed bugs, contact a pest control specialist as they have a customized solution to get rid of these pests once and for all.
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			Chemical-Free Ways To Get Rid Of Ants

		

		

							
				[image: pest control prices ironbark]There are ways that you can repel ants the natural way. If you think it is not yet time to contact a pest control specialist, then you can consider removing them on your own. Simple methods of removing them will just need a couple of regular household items. The great thing about this method is that it is environmentally friendly.

Citrus. With the use of orange peels mixed with water, spray the solution outside of your home to prevent ants from coming in. You can also use orange peels and place them around the patio to deter from getting in.

Red peppers. While there are readily available red pepper sprays in hardware stores and garden stores, you can create your own red pepper extracts as they are more natural. You can also purchase a more natural alternative organic sprays and powders that are available at garden centres.

If you want to create your own red chili pepper spray, just chopped ½ cup red chili peppers and 2 cups water in a blender. Strain the process chili after then place the pepper liquid into a spray bottle. You can also add a tbsp. of liquid dish soap to help the spray stick to the plants.

Garlic. Garlic has been used in homes to deter pests for many years now. With the use of 1 tablespoon dish soap, 1 head of garlic, 2 cups water and 2 tablespoons oil make them as a puree mixture. Once done allow it to sit overnight and strain the mixture. Place the mixture into a spray bottle and use the ingredient to get rid of pests.

So if you are looking for chemical-free ways to keep pesky ants away then you should try these natural ant deterrents. Then again when getting rid of ants get tough, you may want to use a pest control service to keep ants out of the way.
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